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Organization Information
Full Legal Organization Name Ask Foundation

Street Address Niketan Marg, Dillibazar, Kathmandu

City/Town/Village Kathmandu

District Kathmandu

Organization Website https://askfoundation.org/

Social Welfare Council (SWC) Registered

Organization Director Kabin Maleku

Contact Person Ramu Kharel

Title Assistant Professor

Organization Mission Statement
The organization's major objective is to support the underprivileged population by offering 
telemedicine services.

Brief Description of Organization

ASK Foundation is a not-for-profit organization registered under Company Act 2063 in Nepal. It

has been providing telemedicine services in rural parts of Nepal for over a decade. It currently

has 7 active telemedicine sites from all over the country. It has collaborated with many

international and national organizations in areas like disaster relief, COVID-19 Medical Hotline

Projects, continuous advocacy and training of health workers. Additionally it is leveraging its

efforts to community by developing a prototype website with focus on providing a

comprehensive resource Guide on Age care of Nepal. ASK Foundation, as a member of the

COVID Alliance, played a significant role during the COVID-19 surge and was honored with the

Impact Award by Business 360 for the year 2021.

ASK Foundation’s extensive experience in telemedicine and health worker training directly aligns

with the needs of the proposed Poison Information Center (PIC) project. ASK Foundation wrote

the initial grant for establishing PIC in Nepal and has been actively supporting the project.
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Population Served

The population served by the ASK Foundation are the underprivileged population in rural

Nepal. It focuses on providing accessible and affordable healthcare services to these

communities, aiming to reduce healthcare disparities and improve overall health and well-

being through telemedicine, educational initiatives, and technology-driven solutions.

Project Information
Project Title Expansion of the Nepal Poison Information Center

Project Location Kathmandu (Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital)

Total Project Budget 31,544.72

Grant Amount Requested 31544.72

Conversion Rate 1NPR = 0.0074 USD

Project Start Date March 2025

Project Duration 1 year

Project Summary
The Nepal Poison Information Center (Nepal-PIC) was established through leadership and
support provided by Brown Emergency Medicine's faculty and a multi-academic collaboration.
This collaboration combines resources, expertise, and support to ensure the successful
operation of Nepal-PIC since August 2023 . Nepal-PIC operates from the Department of Clinical
Pharmacology at Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital in Kathmandu. It employs three trained
Specialists in Poison Information (SPIs) and a Research Assistant. A 24/7 hotline provides
immediate poison information services to healthcare providers in Nepal.

Given the shortage of medical toxicologists in Nepal, Nepal-PIC established a robust backup
support system with 12 international and 16 national experts available 24/7 via WhatsApp. This
ensures comprehensive guidance for complex cases, enhancing the capacity of the SPIs.

This project seeks to now expand the tested poison information center to include services for
public across Nepal. We are seeking a one year support for the project funds. 

What are the goals of the project?

The objectives & deliverables for this project are: 

To support expansion of the PIC to now include public support (not only healthcare

workers support) 
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To serve as a critical resource for healthcare professionals offering expert guidance on the

diagnosis and management of poisoning incidents in Nepal

To expand education activities of the Poison Information Center

Why is the project needed?

Poisoning incidents, including those related to accidental, intentional, and occupational

exposures, pose a significant health burden in Nepal. Many healthcare providers in Nepal,

particularly those in rural areas, may lack the specialized training and resources needed to

manage poisoning cases effectively. A PIC would serve as a vital resource, offering expert

consultation, standardized treatment protocols.

The national system-level assessment (ECSA) conducted by   the World Health Organization's

(WHO) and Nepal Government identified the need for a poison control center for providers and

the public as one of the top 39 priorities to improve emergency care in the country. Currently, no

national or centralized poison information center with standardized protocols and 24- hour

access for clinicians and the public is available in Nepal
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 ANMF  GRANT   APPLICATION

Please review the project proposal guidelines before filling out this application.

SWC Registration Date/Number 45715

Title of the Project

Phone Number

Email Address

Phone Number

Email Address ramu_kharel@brown.edu

Total Organization Budget

Total # of Board Members

Total # of Volunteers 10

Total # of Paid Staff 2

Project Latitude and Longitude

Project Start Date Monday, December 23, 2024

Project End Date Monday, December 23, 2024

Social Welfare Council (SWC) Project 
Approval

How will you evaluate success or failure for each goal?

Please upload a budget and timeline

Please upload your most recent 
financial audit 
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Please upload any additional files 
describing the project

For information about project administration please refer to the project flow chart.

Tags
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